
Take some time to discuss the previous week’s Challenges.  Here are some things to discuss: 

Celebrate a “win” that you had in the Red Letter Challenge over the past week.  

Share a struggle. 

What did God reveal to you during the Challenges this week? 

What’s your favorite story of revenge from a movie or TV show?  Why does it feel so good to get someone back? 

Whether it’s the perfect comeback line or a villain getting his payback, we love stories of revenge when someone gets 
what they are due.  On the other hand, stories of forgiveness don’t alway make the front page of the newspaper.  
Forgiveness requires much more of us than revenge ever will.  Any time we seek to forgive someone else, we are 
taking some kind of cost upon ourselves.  But that’s just what God did when He forgave us; He took the cost of 
forgiveness upon Himself in Jesus.  When we understand the extent of how much we’ve been forgiven, we will be 
willing and able to extend that forgiveness to others. 

Watch Red Letter Challenge Video for Week 3 - Forgiving 

Have a volunteer read Matthew 18:21-35. 

21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who 
sins against me? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven 
times. 23 Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like  a king who wanted to settle accounts with his 
servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought to 
him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that 
he had be sold to repay the debt. 26 At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ 
he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt 
and let him go. 28 But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a 
hundred silver coins.  He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he 
demanded. 29 His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it 
back.’ 30 But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the 
debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told their 
master everything that had happened. 32 Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he 
said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on 
your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be 
tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 35 This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you 
unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 



In the Jewish tradition, a person was supposed to forgive another three times. Jesus blew both the tradition and 
Peter’s question out of the water. 

What do you think Peter expected Jesus to say when he asked if someone should forgive a brother 
seven times (v. 21)? 

Peter expected Jesus to be satisfied with his suggested number of times for forgiveness. Jesus explained how often a 
person should forgive by telling this parable about settling debts. One particular servant owed ten thousand talents, 
and each talent was about twenty year’s worth of wages for a laborer. 

What three things does the king do before forgiving the debt of the first servant (v.27)? 

Which of the three would have been most difficult for you to do if you had been the king? Why? 

What does the king’s response reveal about his character? 

The first servant owes the equivalent of 6 billion dollars, but refuses to forgive 12,000 dollars. How 
could the first servant be so blind as to the difference between what the king had forgiven him and 
his lack of forgiveness towards the second servant? 

What do you think keeps us from having a heart full of mercy and compassion? 

Do you think we harbor a sense of entitlement?  Does God “owe” us His forgiveness? Explain. 

Application 

Forgiveness is when you look at someone and fully and confidently release his or her debt. What 
debt does someone owe you that you need to forgive? 

How is forgiveness different from excusing what people have done or just avoiding what people 
have done?  

Who is your unforgiveness hurting? You or the person who hurt you?  

Has anybody ever wronged you more than you have wronged God?  

Is the way God forgives us different from the way we forgive others? Explain.  

Is it harder to forgive yourself or forgive others? Explain. 

Rank yourself on a scale of 1-10 (where 1 is “very poor” and 10 is “excellent”) on how you are at 
receiving and giving away forgiveness. If comfortable, share that number with the group. 

Say: ”To forgive is to set a prisoner free and discover that the prisoner was you.” (Louis B. Smedes)  

Pray for you and your group to receive God’s forgiveness and to make each of you more forgiving.


